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1. PURPCSE AND SCOPE. To establish a |ist of appropriate days
of work proscription for inmate nenbers of religious groups
within the Bureau. At the Decenber 1990 Executive Staff neeting,
approval was given for the devel opnent of a uniformlist of
recogni zed holy days on which i nmates may be excused from work or
school for religious reasons.

The days listed below are commonly observed | egitinmate holy days
in their respective religions, but this is not an exhaustive
list. The Warden may authorize other |ocal requests after
verifying the religious nature of the observance.

This list of comonly observed public fast days by innate nenbers
of religious groups within the Bureau will assist in:

I planning for the fasts and
I coordinating with Food Service for nmeals for participants at
t he conclusion of the fasts.

A three year overviewis included in this Operations Mnorandum
to encourage | ong range planning.

2. DI RECTI VES AFFECTED
a. D rective Rescinded
OM 045-01 (5360) Holy Days Calling for Work Proscription

and Public Fast Days for |nmates,
Recogni tion of (12/13/01)
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b. Directive Referenced

PS 5360. 08 Rel i gi ous Beliefs and Practices of Commtted
O fenders (5/25/01)

3.  EXCUSI NG | NVATES FROM WORK AND SCHOOL ATTENDANCE. The
Central O fice Chaplaincy Services Branch, Correctional Prograns
Division (CPD), maintains a general list of recognized holy days
to identify days on which inmates of various faith groups may
seek to be excused fromwork and school attendance. Due to the
changi ng nature of religious observances, the list published in
this Operations Menorandumis not exhaustive.

Requests for days off work and school by nenbers of religions not
included in this OMare to be given due considerati on and
aut hori zed by the Warden when appropri ate.

Days free fromwork or school attendance are determ ned by the
religious community standard and ordi nances of faith groups. As
such, the nunber of days free fromwork for religious holy day
observances is not limted to one per year. Absent religious
community information, the Bureau does not have the authority to
determ ne whether inmates should be free from work/school for
religious reasons on particul ar days.

| nmat es who personally request to observe holy days shoul d be
authorized to do so. Goup requests for work proscription are
not accept abl e.

When an inmate submts a witten request to staff and staff
verify the request’s legitimcy, the inmate should not be
required to work or attend school. Unless the holy day falls on
a federal holiday, the Warden may require i nmates who are

aut horized to mss work on a holy day to nake up for the m ssed
work time or take "vacation" days if feasible.

4. CGENERAL PROVI SIONS. The foll ow ng consi derations nust be
taken into account when planning for proper observances of
religious holy days.

a. Christianity. Wile Good Friday is not a nmandatory day of
wor k proscription according to any one Christian tradition,
it is considered nost sacred, especially by Hispanic
Chri sti ans.

At a mnimum requesting i nmates should be allowed to attend
services in the Chapel on Good Friday afternoon, as would be
the normal practice in the comunity.



5.

a.

b.
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Hi ndui sm Actual dates nmay vary due to the slight
variations in calculating the H ndu cal endar.

Judaism Al Jewi sh holy days begin at sundown of the
previ ous day and end approxi mately one hour after sundown on
t he holy day.

Native American. A nunber of cerenopnies and observances
occur at the change of the seasons (spring and fal

equi noxes, and sumrer and wi nter solstices). These
observances vary fromtribe to tribe and nation to nation.
Local tri bal consultation is the best reference for
each institution.

Wor | dw de Church of God. The Worl dw de Church of God has
undergone a major shift inits theol ogy and no | onger
observes their traditional holy days. Their holy day
observances are |listed under Christianity. This wll be the
final year of listing these holy days separately.

(bservance begins at sundown of the previous day and ends at
sundown on the holy day.

RELI G OQUS HOLY DAYS

2003 2004 2005
Buddhi sm
--New Year's Day 1 Jan 1 Jan 1 Jan
- - Buddha Day 8 Apr 4 Nay 24 Apr
- - Bodhi Day 8 Dec 8 Dec 8 Dec
Christianity
--CGood Friday 18 Apr 9 Apr 25 MNar
- - EBaster 20 Apr 11 Apr 27 Mar
--Christmas 25 Dec 25 Dec 25 Dec

Roman Catholic Christians al so observe these additional holy
days:

--Cctave of Chri stnas, 1 Jan 1 Jan 1 Jan
(Mary Mot her of God)

--Ascensi on Thur sday 29 May 20 May 5 May

--Assunption of Mary 15 Aug 15 Aug 15 Aug

--All Saints' Day 1 Nov 1 Nov 1 Nov

--I mmacul at e Conception 8 Dec 8 Dec 8 Dec



C.

d.

e.

g.

Hi ndui sm

--Dasher a
--Diwal i

| sl am

--Ei d-ul - Adha
--BEid-ul-Fitr

Judai sm

--Passover, 1st day
--Passover, 2nd day
--Passover, 7th day
--Passover, 8th day
- - Shavuot, 1st day
- - Shavuot, 2nd day
--Rosh Hashanah, 1st day
--Rosh Hashanah, 2nd day
--Yom Ki ppur
- - Sukkot, 1st day
- - Sukkot, 2nd day
- - Sukkot, 8th day
(Shem ni Atzeret)
- - Sukkot, 9th day
(Si nchat Tor ah)

2003

5
25

12
25

17
18
23
24

6

7
27
28

6
11
12
18

19

Cct
Cct

Feb
Nov

Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Jun
Jun
Sep
Sep
Cct
Cct
Cct
Cct

Cct

Moori sh Science Tenple of Anerica

--Noble Drew Ali's
Bi rt hday
--Moori sh New Year
Nation of |slam
--Savior's Day
--Savior's Day
—-Holy Day of Atonenent
Native Anmerican Religion

--Anerican |Indian Days

8

15

26
16

24-25 Sep

Jan

Jan

Feb
Cct
Cct
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2004

22
11

12
13
26
27
16
17
25
30

15

26
16

24-25 Sep

Cct
Nov

Feb
Nov

Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
May

Sep
Sep
Sep
Sep
Cct
Cct

Jan

Jan

Feb
Cct
Cct

12/ 13/ 2002
Page 4

2005

t ba
t ba

Jan

4 Nov

24
25
30

13
14

13
18
19
25

26

Apr
Apr
Apr
May
Jun
Jun
Cct
Cct
Cct
Cct
Cct
Cct

8 Jan

15 Jan

26 Feb

7 Cct

16 Cct

24-25 Sep
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2003 2004 2005
i. Rastafarianism
--Birthday of Haile 23 Jul 23 Jul 23 Ju
Sel assi e
--Rastafari an New Year 11 Sep 11 Sep 11 Sep
--Crowni ng of Haile 2 Nov 2 Nov 2 Nov
Sel assi e
J . Sikhism
- - Bai sakhi (New Year) 13 Apr 13 Apr 13 Apr
--Founder's Birthday 9 Nov 26 Nov t ba
(GQuru Nanak)
k. Worldw de Church of God
- - Passover 16 Apr

--Unl eavened Bread(First) 17 Apr
--Unl eavened Bread(Last) 23 Apr

- - Pent ecost 8 Jun
--Feast of Trunpets 27 Sep
--Day of Atonenent 6 Cct
--Feast of Tabernacl es 11 Cct
--Last Geat Day 18 Cct

6. PUBLIC FAST DAYS. There are generally two different types of
fasts, a public and a private or personal fast. Wen innates
observe a public fast, i.e. one which is regulated by | aw or
customfor all the faith adherents, Food Service wll provide a
meal nutritionally equivalent to the neal (s) mssed. Public
fasts usually begin and end at specific times. Accommbdati ons
may al so be made for bagged neals at tinmes when Food Service is
normal |y cl osed.

When an inmate fasts for personal, religious reasons, no special
accommodati ons need to be made for the neal (s) m ssed. Requests
for neals after a personal fast should be determ ned on a case-
by-case basis, applying sound correctional and pastoral judgnent.

a. Islam Ranmadhan is observed by the nenbers of I|slam and
the Nation of Islam Actual Wstern hem sphere noon
sightings may occur a day later, but never earlier, than
these dates reflect. The fast wll last 29 or 30 days, but
not | onger than 30 days.



b.

- - Ramadhan begi ns
Judai sm

of Tevet

— Fast of Esther
— Fast of Tammuz
— Tish B Av

— Fast of CGedeli ah
—-Yom Ki ppur

—- Fast

Nati on of |slam
—-Holy Day of Atonenent
Roman Cat holici sm

—- Ash Wednesday
— CGood Fri day

2003

27

17
17

29

16

Cct

Mar
Jul
Aug
Sep
Cct

Mar
Apr
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2004 2005
16 Cct 5 Cct
4 Jan 25 Jan
4 NMar 24 Nar
6 Jul 25 Jul
27 Jul 14 Aug
19 Sep 6 Cct
25 Sep 13 Cct
16 Cct 16 Cct
25 Feb 9 Feb
9 Apr 25 Mar
/sl
M chael B. Cooksey

Assi stant Director
Correctional Prograns
Di vi si on



